
                                                                                                                                                    April 25, 2021 

 

                                                                           Mrs Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission 

                                                                           Mr Charles Michel, President of the European Council 

                                                                           Mr David Maria Sassoli,  President of the European Parliament 

 

Dear Presidents, 

 

yet another tragedy in the Mediterranean Sea with the sinking of a rubber dinghy off the coast of Libya and 

the death of its 130 occupants shocked us not only for the gravity of the incident but even more so because 

that sinking and those deaths are the result of the failure to the request for help from the boat in difficulty. 

It seems that 33 hours have passed since the first alarm before a ship (belonging to an NGO) arrived on the 

scene. Frontex claims to have alerted three countries (Italy, Malta and Libya) without any of them taking 

action. 

So we arrived at the denial of rescue at sea, an act that is contrary not only to the most elementary principles 

of humanity but also to international laws and conventions. How can our Europe, proud of its civilization and 

its democracy, despise the most elementary of human rights: that of life? 

This tragedy is only the latest in a series of events and facts that must convince us that we can no longer 

ignore it and that it is time to act. As European citizens, we expect the European Union to give the migration 

dossier the same importance and the same urgency that, rightly, are attributed to the fight against the 

pandemic, the related economic crisis and the issue of climate change. In particular, we ask you to commit 

the Institutions you preside over to: 

 Immediately organize an effective rescue system at sea with the contribution (in the appropriate 

forms) of all European countries 

 Immediately remedy the dramatic situations of the refugee camps located near the European 

borders (in particular those of Lesbos and Lipa) with rehabilitation projects and assistance to the 

people who live there in inhuman conditions and with a system of incentives / disincentives aimed 

at to the States involved. 

 Finally define a rational and humane European migration policy and activate corridors for the legal 

and safe arrival of migrants on European territory. 

We want to continue to be proud of Europe, our great common home. Words of execration and condolence 

are useless if they are not transformed into actions. We need to act now. 

We thank you for what you will do and wish you good work. 

 

Pietro Barbucci, President of Associazione Sante Malatesta, Pisa  https://santemalatesta.it/ 

Maurizio Certini, Director of Centro Internazionale studenti Giorgio La Pira, Firenze  

https://centrointernazionalelapira.org/  
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Dear Mr Barbucci,

Dear Mr Certini,

On behalf of President Ursula von der Leyen, I would like to thank you for your letter dated 
25 April 2021. Like you, I was shocked and deeply saddened by the tragic incident that 
occurred on 22 April 2021. Saving life at sea is a moral duty, as well as a legal obligation for 
Member States under international law.

The coordination of search and rescue operations falls under the remit of national authorities, 
and there is no operational involvement of the Commission services. We have nevertheless 
repeatedly called on all actors involved in search and rescue events to comply with their 
obligations under European and international law and to act in a concerted manner. The 
Commission is strongly committed to protecting the fundamental rights of migrants and 
refugees.

I presented a new Pact on Migration and Asylum on 23 September 2020, which includes a 
Recommendation for a more structured cooperation among Member States and other relevant 
stakeholders regarding search and rescue at sea. A European approach can help to prevent 
incidents by ensuring effective migration management, maintain safety of navigation and 
allow for intervention at sea when and where necessary. A key tool is the recently established 
European Contact Group on Search and Rescue, which brings together experts from all 
Member States and Schengen Countries and which facilitates the exchange of information 
and experiences with all actors. I engaged with the Contact Group during its inaugural 
meeting on 22 March 2021 and I will continue to follow its work very closely.

Mr Pietro Barbucci,
President of Associazione Sante Malatesta, Pisa 

Mr Maurizio Certini,
Director of Centro Internazionale studenti Giorgio La Pira, Firenze

E-mail: santemalatestapisa(a),smail.com

mailto:cab-johansson-contact@ec.europa.eu


As part of the Pact, we are also strengthening our response to preventing irregular migration, 
including through targeted migration partnerships with third countries and by stepping up the 
fight against migrant smuggling. Reducing unsafe and irregular migration flows will 
contribute to avoiding loss of life during the perilous journey, whether on land or at sea. Later 
this year I will present a new EU Action plan against migrant smuggling. My services have 
launched a public consultation to invite all interested stakeholders to give their views on what 
new actions could be taken at EU level. We also need to provide safe and legal pathways to 
Europe and ensure that migrants legally in the EU can participate in and contribute to the 
well-being, prosperity and cohesion of European societies.

In Greece, the Commission continues to provide extensive financial and operational support 
to improve the conditions on the islands and to coordinate support by Member States, 
including as regards the relocation of vulnerable migrants. The dedicated Task Force we 
established in September 2020 together with the Greek authorities is working on a joint pilot 
to improve the situation on Lesvos, by better managing migration and asylum processes and 
setting up new, fully up-to-standard reception facilities on the islands in 2021. In parallel, 
works to improve the living conditions in the temporary reception facility of Mavrovouni, 
where people have received shelter after the fires in Moria, have significantly advanced. I 
will return again to the Greek islands shortly to take stock of the progress made.

The Commission also collaborates closely to support the authorities of Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
who are developing a migration strategy 2021-2026. Establishing and managing the centre in 
Lipa is part of the strategy. I went to Bosnia-Herzegovina, including Lipa, last February, to 
discuss those issues personally with the national authorities.

I am grateful for your interest and engagement in this extremely important matter for Europe, 
and I firmly believe that through the right words and the right actions we can manage 
migration collectively in Europe in a normal and dignified manner.
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